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This is to introduce our orgamzatlon and to inform you of our plaﬁfor the year 1999,

We are a group of Metis people concerned that-F et culturegiot evident to the residents of
Saskatoon or visitors to the city. We beh%x’e that understauﬁxg @veen people begins with
people learning about each other. We@e proud of our Mﬁs cyffire. We want to share our
cultural achievements not only w1th éiu neighbors but a?§o wxﬁ omrghﬂdren :

We are plapning the First Annuameus Spring Fﬁval \ﬁch will be 'é ‘celebration of Metis
singing, d&ncing, fiddling and tréditional arts, cefts andiskills. We inte ﬁd‘@ fill the city of
SaskatooEwrth the sounds, mghﬁ and tastes gout culture L E
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We woufa like to invite you aad your or@z&ﬁoaﬁ’o be part of our celebgation. We are looking
for corpomte sponsors or’donanens of any k knd 16 help us make thlsevent a success. You can
help by lapking thréugh the enc"losedr‘ﬁugget list for your con51dei§at10n, any item on the list you
can contri’bute to: wouldbe very mi ,@preelated :

"d'

We wilk kee;ryou 1nformed abotit th de_;yelopment of the: Metls Spnng Fest. We look forward to
hearifig ffém you on this very 1mportanf‘évent Any further questions contact Flo at
(306) 975:9159 LT F T =

*** Our @et@; Veterang'will also be-participating in this event!
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Mel Vandale
President of Saskatoon Metis Cultural Soc1ety Inc

Enc. _1 I L s
S:V.P. By March 26, 1999




METIS SPRING FESTIVAL

OUR MISSION:

We are a group of people that have gotten together to promote our culture
and what better way to do it than by setting up and organizing a Metis

Spring Festival.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Bridging the gap between the Metis people of Saskatoon and other
residents in the city.

The Metis Spring Festival was the idea of a group of Metis citizens
who wanted to bridge the gap between the Metis people and the non-Aboriginal
people of Saskatoon. The Festival will be a celebration of Metis culture, and will .
showcase fiddling, jigging, square dancing and singing. It will give people 2 “taste”
of Metis foods and provide a chance to learn about Metis culture and traditions

from the Metis people themselves.
2. Offering an opportunity to learn about Metis culture.

Other culiures have made great strides in promoting their cultures in
the city of Saskatoon. We, as long time citizens of the city of Saskatoon and as the
original settlers of this province, want to raise the awareness of Metis culture
among our fellow citizens. We want to advertise who we are and what our culture

is all about.
3. Keeping the old songs, traditional dances and Metis events slive in our
Community.

Celebrating our culture is a way to support the keepers of our culture,
o v -
traditional songs, dances, sporting events, foods, and to pass them on to our

children.
METIS SPRING FESTIVAL:

" The Metis Spring Festival will take place in Friendship Park, on the Victoria
Day week-end, with opening ceremonies at 4:30 P. M. Friday, May 21%, 1999. In
between, the riverbank will reverberate with the sounds of the fiddle, the stamping

of feet, the clapping of hands and the songs of the singers.

The events presently planned include: fiddling, square dancing, a talent



show for professional and semi-professional performers, King Trapper events,
strong man events, canoeing, a traditional fsshion show, traditicnal foods, bannock

baking, ang children’s events.

COMMUNITY BENEFITS:

A Metis-specific celebration was one of the recommendations made i a study

e for the Western Region Metis Women’s Association Ine. This research

don
the tourism

undertook to identify the opporiunities for the Metis people within
mndustry in Saskatoon and involved interviews with key playersin the tourism
indusiry in the city. When asked how the Mezis could raise their profile in

Saskatoon, many recommended putting on a Metis Spring Festiva).

There are several other benefits to Dutting on such an event, both to the

Metis Community z2nd the community at large:
Q Establishing pride in the community, promoting cultural traditions
and customs;
Instilling a sense of involvem
Saskatoon;

Job creation,
eéconomic opportunity for Metis and Saskatoon businesses;

0
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Q Providing recognition in the community for peositive contributions;

Q Providing education, rairing opporiunities, and zllows z window of
Opporiurity to develop what could be one of Saskatoon’s leading
tourist altractions.

ent, sharing, and caring for the citizens of

revenue sharing, communi ty development and promoting

We realize that these are ambitious expectations for our first endeavour, but
we have a long term vision to see the positive side to Staging such 2n event. The
benefit to the people of Saskstoon, is that they will have a tremendous week-end of
€ntertainment on g week-end when there are few other events taking place. They
will also be able to sce the Metis people having fun together and offsring their
hospitality to their neighbours. It will afford those people thal have never been to
“Back to Batoche Days” to enjoy the cultural experience right here in Saskatoon,

Invitations have been sent to other Metis organizations ; Csrada to gather

s

n
in Saskatoon for this week-end. Itis expected to attract many Metis artists,
singers, dancers, and enteriainers.

OUR ORGANIZATION:

The Saskatoon Metis Cultural Society was incorporated in October, 1953, It
consists of an executive of four and a Board of five people. They are:

President Saskatoon

Mel Vandale
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Vice-President Saskatoon

May Henderson
Flo McKzy Treasurcr Saskatoon
Donna Eoyer Secretary Saskatoon
Gabe Lafond Board Member : Saskatoon
Luke Jeddry Board Member Saskatoon
Shirley Isbister Board Member Saskaloon
Maria Campbell Board Member Saskatocn
Board Mearmber Saskatoon

Rose Bover

The executive and beard sre all Metis, and bring a wealth of experience and

knowledge to supporting this event. Each of the members have contributed to the
appreciation of Metis traditions and culture in their own way. They come fom

-aried backgrounds includine musicians, artists, dancers, singers, poets, authors,
ion is to see that the Metis

activists, and hard working Metis families. Their visi
culture is fully appreciated and shared with the non-Metis world.

RESOURCES NEEDED FOR THIS EVENT: . ‘

To put this event on we will require financial assistance from many sources.
Our executive and bosrd are volunteering their time and efforts to plan and prepare
the activities for the week-end. More assistance is required to ensure that this
Festival bacomes g reality. Some of the costs associated with this Festival include:
licenses from the city, materials to build Blages, stage supplies, promoticnal
material, advertising, insurance, masser of ceremonies, security, judges for events,
sound equipment, microphones, chair rentals, administration costs, sanitzticn
services, barbeques, propane, cooking supplies, and food supplies. We plan to raise
funds from our own fund raising sources, Nevada’s, bingo, and raffles, zs well as
silver collections. We anticipate that to hold this event we wiil need approximalely
$70,000.00. Sofar we have financial commitments from:

a CUMTTlocsl 2725

a Western Region Metis Women

Q Western Region Metis Heritage and Cultural Association Ire.

Q Matis Nation of Saskatchewan

]

SaskZrergv
&

Concerned Metis indivicuals in the city of Saskatoon

O

CONTRIEUTIONS ARE WELCOME AND CANBEF ORWARDED TO:
Saskatoon Metis Cultural Society Inec.
315 Avenue F. South
Saskutoon, Saskatchewan
S7M 1T3
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Saskatoon Metis Cultural Sodieyy Inc.

Revenue:
Cumfi Local #165
Westem Region Metis Wormen

Westem Region Metis Heritage & Cuiltural Assce. Inc.

Total Revenue

Expenses:
Sugglies
Co-ordinators:
a) One youth
b) One other
Licenses
Volunteers Exgenses
Audit
Accounting
Pestage
Facility Rental:
a) Tent (40 x 100)

b) Three tents (20 x 40)

Stage

Dismartling Commentary Stage

Premoticns

Sanitaticn

Insurance

Medical St=ff

Acministraticn Fees

Nevaca's

Square Dancers:
a) Youth

. b) Senicrs

Yeouth Cance Race

Talent Show:
a) Chiidren (8-11)
b) Yeuth (12-18)
¢) Senicrs (18- Up)

M.C's (2x 310C0)

Chairs (1CC0 x $.75)

6" Prceane Barbeque (2 x 3135)

Barteque Griccle Teps (2 x $25)

Propane Grill (30 x 36)

Taxes

Parcake Breakfast

Jigging Contest

Main Band

Security Patrel

Wage Payabile (Judges)

Total Expenses

$1,750.00
$2,250.00

$&,000.c0
$7.cca.o0

$ £00.00
$1,500.60
$1,5C0.00

1989 Proposed Budget

$
$
$

Do n ©“ o
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2,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00

3,000.00

10,000.00
300.00
3,000.00
1,800.00
$C0.00
800.00

4,000.00
225.00
350.00

2,0C0.00

2,£00.00
2,000.c0
4C0.00

2,000.00
700.C0

18,0C0.00
€,CCC.CC

4,300.00
2,CCL.00
750.CC
27C.00
75.00
135.00

?

800.00
3,200.00
3,5C0.00
1,0CC.00
1,C00.00

Estimate

$

S

6,000.00

71,308.00





